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Coat Drive for Maine Seniors

Area Agencies on Aging and Triad Collect 1500  Coats 

December 1, 2008- Triad and Agency on Aging volunteers collected winter coats for seniors during the weekend of November 21-23, at L.L.Bean's Flagship Store, Freeport, Maine.  Everyone involved was struck by the generosity of the many Mainers who came into the store with coats and more coats.   As the collection ended Sunday night, more than 1500 coats had arrived.  L.L. Bean had affirmed its offer to contribute $10 for each coat, so $15,000 goes to the Keep ME Warm Fund.

The Agencies on Aging are now distributing the coats to older Mainers in need.  Anyone knowing a senior who needs a warm winter coat can call 2-1-1 or Elders1 (1-877-353-3771) to be directed to the nearest distribution point.  

Coats streamed in by the ones and twos and dozens, since some individuals had collected coats from their friends, co-workers, and neighbors.  Maine’s retired teachers donated more than 200 coats after hearing an appeal at a meeting. 

Courtney Cleaners in Sanford, John’s L/A Clean and Spin, and the Cleaning Center in South Paris have donated services to clean coats.   

Coat drive organizers had hoped for a few hundred coats, and they were overwhelmed by the response to this drive, one of the first state-wide collections in the nation.  “I thank everyone who gave coats and drove to Beans to make donations, the volunteers who worked at the coat tables, and the employees at Beans who made this go smoothly.  What a demonstration of the holiday spirit!”  said Muriel Scott, Director of Spectrum Generations.  
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